
Environmental remedies

A smarter, less-toxic home
A green  home isn t nearly as esoteric or unusual as many people assume  it can look more like a tract home than a
bio-dome. The green scenario below combines lots of basic changes (fluorescent lighting, low-flow faucets) with a few
more time-consuming and pricey renovations (recycled cotton insulation). In the end, though, you ll have to mix and
match your own strategy for greening.
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Foam in
furniture is
formaldehyde
free.

Windows are
dual glazed and
reduce UV rays.

Motorized
skylights help
prevent mold
and provide
natural light.

Insulation
is recycled
cotton.

Wood floors are
finished with a
natural wax oil
that doesn t off-
gas toxic fumes.

Paint is water
based, with low
toxicity and low
or no VOCs.

Washing
machine and
dryer are
Energy Star
rated.

Organic cotton and
hemp linens are used
in bathroom, bedroom
and kitchen.

Showers and
faucets are
low flow and
toilets are
dual-flush.

Decking is made
from FSC
certified wood.

All lighting is
fluorescent,
inside and
out.

Pond is a self-
sustaining aquatic
ecosystem  no
fish food required.

Landscaping is
drought tolerant,
and plants are
native to area.

Enclosed fireplace
uses non-polluting
direct vent
system.

Rugs are
untreated wool
and dyed with
natural plant
pigments.
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