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Democratic voters warm to government bailouts 
But what's good for Bear Stearns is good for struggling homeowners, the Times/Bloomberg survey is told. 
 
By Doyle McManus, Los Angeles Times Staff Writer  
5:33 PM PDT, April 16, 2008  
 
WASHINGTON -- Democratic voters in key primary states don't oppose the Bush administration's action to 
save investment firm Bear Stearns Cos. from bankruptcy, but most also think the government should bail out 
homeowners caught between rising mortgage payments and falling home values, a Los Angeles 
Times/Bloomberg poll has found. 
 
The findings suggest that even Democrats accept the Bush administration's argument that helping Bear 
Stearns was necessary to prevent damage to the broader economy, and that Republican candidates won't face 
much anger from voters over the decision. 
 
Among likely Democratic primary voters in Pennsylvania, for example, 35% said the Bear Stearns action 
was a good thing, 32% said it was a bad thing and 33% said they weren't sure. 
 
"I thought, in the big picture, it was the right thing to do," said Renee Quinn, 59, a state government 
employee who said she planned to vote for Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton (D-N.Y.) in next week's 
Democratic presidential primary election. "It was to prevent the economy from going totally down the 
tubes." 
 
Like most Democratic voters, she said the state of the economy was the most important issue. "It's the worst 
it's been in years -- the price of gas, the price of everything," she said. But she said her decision to vote for 
Clinton was based on a different factors: "I don't know that much about Barack Obama. I'm a lifelong 
Democrat and, heck, I'm a woman," she said. 
 
The poll was conducted among likely Democratic primary voters in the three states with the next elections: 
Pennsylvania, Indiana and North Carolina. Voters' responses were roughly similar in all three. 
 
Large majorities of Democratic voters said they supported federal action to bail out distressed homeowners. 



In Pennsylvania, 67% of self-described Democrats said they favored such a program, even when it was 
described as a "bailout." 
 
Most Democratic voters also said they thought international trade had hurt the economy. In Pennsylvania, 
55% of Democratic voters said trade had hurt and only 12% agreed with the Bush administration (and most 
economists) that trade helped the economy. 
 
Among Pennsylvania Democratic voters who believe that trade hurts the economy, 48% said they planned to 
vote for Clinton, 42% for Obama. Among the minority of Democratic voters who believe trade helps the 
economy, 54% said they planned to vote for Obama, 38% for Clinton. 
 
The two Democratic candidates have swapped charges over trade for months. But their positions are fairly 
similar; both have said they would renegotiate the North American Free Trade Agreement with Canada and 
Mexico. 
 
The poll, conducted under the supervision of Times Poll Director Susan Pinkus, interviewed 623 voters in 
Pennsylvania, 687 in Indiana and 691 in North Carolina who expected to cast Democratic ballots. The 
margin of sampling error for the findings in each state is plus or minus 4 percentage points. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Survey Methodology 
 
The Times/Bloomberg Poll was conducted by telephone in three states with upcoming primaries.  Interviewed were 
687 Democratic primary voters in Indiana, 623 in Pennsylvania, and 691 in North Carolina.  "Democratic-primary 
voters" are registered voters who are eligible to vote under the rules of the Democratic primary in their state, and who 
said they are highly likely to do so. Telephone numbers for the Indiana and Pennsylvania samples were chosen 
randomly from all landline exchanges in those states.  Listed and RDD samples were used to contact registered voters 
in North Carolina, and were combined so that all voters in the state had equal probability of selection.  Multiple 
attempts were made to contact each number in all samples.  The entire samples of adults in Indiana and Pennsylvania 
were adjusted to the most recent census proportions of sex, ethnicity, age, and education and in Pennsylvania and 
North Carolina, registered voters were aligned to Secretary of State party registration figures.  There isn’t any party 
registration in Indiana.   In North Carolina, voters were also adjusted to the most recent statistics from the Secretary of 
State for gender, age, education, ethnicity. The margin of sampling error for Democratic-primary voters for all three 
states is plus or minus 4 percentage points.  For certain other subgroups, the sampling error may be somewhat higher. 
Survey results may also be affected by combining listed and RDD samples and by factors such as question wording 
and the order in which they are asked.  Interviews were conducted by Interviewing Service of America, Inc. in Van 
Nuys, California. A more detailed methodology, contact information, and poll results may be found at 
http://latimes.com/timespoll  
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Data Tables – Survey 554 – Release #2 

 
 
Guide to Column Headings:  
 INDEMV, PADEMV, NCDEMV Dem likely primary voters in Indiana, Pennsylvania, and North Carolina 
 DEM , IND Self described Democrats & Independents (Party Affiliation) 
 WHITE, NON/WHT Non-Hispanic white primary voters and all other primary voters  
 WHTE, BLACK Non-Hispanic white and Non-Hispanic African-American primary voters 
 
 
Survey Notes:  

 (vol) indicates a volunteered response 
 ‘–‘  indicates that a response added up to less than 0.5% of the question base 
 The order of candidate names and the order of any arguments or statements are rotated in all questions that mention 

them.  Question order is also rotated, whenever required to eliminate order bias. 
 Numbers are percentages, tables are read vertically 
 Missing questions are operational or published in a previous release 

 
 
 
 
Q1. Do you think things in this country are generally going in the right direction or are they seriously off on the wrong track? 
 
 
 -------------------------- Indiana Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 INDEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE NON-WHT 
Right direction 11 14 12 14 13 8 9 14 8 
Wrong track 81 76 73 77 74 89 79 74 79 
Don’t know 8 10 15 9 13 3 12 12 13 
 
 
 
 -------------------------- Pennsylvania Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 PADEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE NON-WHT 
Right direction 7 22 12 18 14 5 15 17 13 
Wrong track 85 69 77 72 76 88 76 74 72 
Don’t know 8 9 11 10 10 7 9 9 15 
 
 
 
 -------------------------- North Carolina Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 NCDEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE    BLACK 
Right direction 12 21 18 21 18 9 19 22 9 
Wrong track 81 68 72 69 72 83 68 68 80 
Don’t know 7 11 10 10 10 8 13 10 11 
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Q20. What issue or problem do you consider the top priority for candidates running for president to address this election: Is it the 
war in Iraq, or protecting the country from terrorist attacks, or the economy, or education, or the environment, or healthcare issues, 
or illegal immigration, or other social issues, such as abortion and gay rights, or is there another issue? I could repeat these if you 
wish. (TWO REPLIES ACCEPTED) 
 
 
 -------------------------- Indiana Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 INDEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE NON-WHT 
None /all of these (vol) 5 5 5 3 6 5 3 5 4 
War in Iraq 38 41 36 39 38 45 30 39 36 
Protect from terrorist attacks 7 6 8 6 8 4 11 8 3 
Economy 58 64 54 59 60 60 53 57 65 
Education 11 7 14 15 6 10 14 10 12 
Environment 3 4 2 2 4 3 4 3 3 
Healthcare issues 23 17 28 25 21 25 19 21 34 
Illegal immigration 6 7 6 5 7 3 13 6 7 
Other social issues 2 - 3 3 1 1 3 2 1 
Other 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 - 
Don’t know 2 2 1 - 3 1 3 2 1 
 
 
 -------------------------- Pennsylvania Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 PADEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE NON-WHT 
None /all of these (vol) 4 3 4 3 5 3 3 4 3 
War in Iraq 46 43 49 45 46 50 39 47 44 
Protect from terrorist attacks 7 12 4 6 7 6 2 5 16 
Economy 55 55 54 53 57 54 66 58 42 
Education 10 7 11 15 5 11 5 7 17 
Environment 3 2 4 5 2 3 4 4 1 
Healthcare issues 26 26 27 21 31 28 16 27 23 
Illegal immigration 5 5 5 5 6 4 17 5 3 
Other social issues 3 5 2 6 1 2 3 2 7 
Other - 1 - - 1 - - 1 - 
Don’t know 2 1 2 2 1 2 - 1 5 
 
 
 -------------------------- North Carolina Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 NCDEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE    BLACK 
None /all of these (vol) 8 6 10 3 11 9 6 6 12 
War in Iraq 43 44 42 41 44 46 37 41 47 
Protect from terrorist attacks 6 6 6 5 7 3 11 7 4 
Economy 56 61 53 58 56 56 56 61 44 
Education 4 4 4 6 3 4 2 4 5 
Environment 4 5 4 7 3 5 5 5 4 
Healthcare issues 23 17 27 23 23 22 27 24 20 
Illegal immigration 6 6 6 5 6 4 5 8 - 
Other social issues 3 2 4 8 1 4 1 3 4 
Other 1 2 1 4 - - 6 1 3 
Don’t know 3 1 3 - 4 3 - 1 7 
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Q29. Generally speaking, do you think the nation's economy these days is doing very well, or fairly well, or fairly badly, or very 
badly? 
 
 -------------------------- Indiana Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 INDEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE NON-WHT 
Well (net) 14 16 12 14 13 11 12 14 16 
   Very well 1 3 - 1 1 1 - 1 2 
   Fairly well 13 14 12 13 12 10 12 12 14 
Badly (net) 84 83 86 86 85 88 86 85 80 
   Fairly badly 36 32 39 40 34 34 33 37 31 
   Very badly 49 50 47 46 51 54 53 49 49 
Don’t know (net) 2 1 2 - 2 1 2 1 4 
 
 -------------------------- Pennsylvania Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 PADEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE NON-WHT 
Well (net) 9 12 8 10 10 9 10 7 16 
   Very well 2 3 - 2 1 1 1 1 4 
   Fairly well 8 8 8 8 9 8 9 7 12 
Badly (net) 87 80 90 85 88 88 89 91 72 
   Fairly badly 28 23 32 28 27 27 34 31 19 
   Very badly 58 58 58 57 61 61 55 60 53 
Don’t know (net) 4 8 2 5 2 3 1 2 12 
 
 -------------------------- North Carolina Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 NCDEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE    BLACK 
Well (net) 14 14 13 14 13 14 8 11 20 
   Very well 3 3 2 3 3 3 - 2 4 
   Fairly well 11 11 11 11 11 10 8 9 16 
Badly (net) 84 85 84 85 84 84 91 87 77 
   Fairly badly 30 24 35 36 26 27 40 33 23 
   Very badly 54 61 49 49 57 58 51 55 54 
Don’t know (net) 2 1 3 1 3 2 1 2 3 
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Q30. Do you think we are in an economic recession, or not? (IF YES) Do you think we are in a mild recession, or a moderate 
recession, or a serious recession? 
 
 
 -------------------------- Indiana Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 INDEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE NON-WHT 
No recession 15 18 13 17 13 11 14 16 13 
Recession (net) 81 79 82 78 84 86 82 80 83 
   Mild recession 22 16 27 22 24 21 25 24 12 
   Moderate recession 28 30 26 27 29 33 21 30 17 
   Serious recession 31 33 29 29 31 32 36 26 54 
Don’t know (net) 4 3 5 5 3 3 4 4 4 
 
 
 -------------------------- Pennsylvania Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 PADEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE NON-WHT 
No recession 12 11 13 11 12 13 6 12 14 
Recession (net) 80 80 80 78 83 81 87 83 71 
   Mild recession 20 28 15 19 21 20 29 22 14 
   Moderate recession 34 27 38 38 31 35 31 36 26 
   Serious recession 26 25 27 21 31 26 27 25 31 
Don’t know (net) 8 9 7 11 5 6 7 5 15 
 
 
 -------------------------- North Carolina Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 NCDEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE    BLACK 
No recession 14 9 17 21 11 13 17 13 17 
Recession (net) 81 86 78 79 82 82 80 82 80 
   Mild recession 23 29 20 29 21 20 29 27 14 
   Moderate recession 33 34 33 38 31 34 32 36 28 
   Serious recession 25 24 25 12 30 28 19 19 37 
Don’t know (net) 5 4 5 - 7 5 3 5 4 
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Q31. Will the health of the nation's economy play a very important role in your choosing a candidate for president, or only a 
somewhat important role, or a not too important role or not an important role at all? 
 
 
 -------------------------- Indiana Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 INDEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE NON-WHT 
Important role (net) 81 83 80 85 80 86 82 82 80 
   Very important 49 48 50 54 46 56 47 48 54 
   Somewhat important 33 35 30 32 34 30 35 34 26 
Not Important (net) 12 13 11 7 15 9 10 12 11 
   Not too important 5 5 5 4 7 4 4 6 3 
   Not important at all 7 8 6 3 8 5 5 6 8 
Don’t know (net) 7 4 9 8 5 5 8 6 9 
 
 
 -------------------------- Pennsylvania Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 PADEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE NON-WHT 
Important role (net) 86 83 88 85 88 86 92 90 73 
   Very important 50 40 55 55 46 50 57 49 54 
   Somewhat important 36 43 33 30 42 36 35 42 19 
Not Important (net) 11 12 11 12 10 12 8 8 20 
   Not too important 4 5 4 6 3 5 2 3 8 
   Not important at all 7 7 7 5 7 7 6 5 12 
Don’t know (net) 3 5 1 3 2 2 - 2 7 
 
 
 -------------------------- North Carolina Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 NCDEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE    BLACK 
Important role (net) 84 81 85 80 85 87 77 84 82 
   Very important 52 53 52 44 57 55 50 54 47 
   Somewhat important 31 29 33 36 28 32 27 30 36 
Not important (net) 14 17 12 20 12 11 22 14 14 
   Not too important 8 7 9 11 7 6 13 8 8 
   Not important at all 6 10 3 9 5 5 9 6 6 
Don’t know (net) 2 2 3 - 3 2 1 2 4 
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Q32. As you may know, Wall Street investment bank Bear Stearns was saved from bankruptcy in March because the federal 
government stepped in with financial support that allowed the company to be sold. Do you think the government did the right or 
wrong thing in keeping Bear Stearns from bankruptcy? 
 
 
 -------------------------- Indiana Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 INDEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE NON/WHT 
Right thing 37 43 32 41 35 40 28 36 45 
Wrong thing 36 38 33 38 32 33 41 35 36 
Don’t Know 27 19 35 21 33 27 31 29 19 
 
 
 -------------------------- Pennsylvania Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 PADEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE NON/WHT 
Right thing 35 36 35 30 38 36 40 37 30 
Wrong thing 32 34 30 29 34 29 44 30 35 
Don’t Know 33 30 35 41 28 35 16 33 35 
 
 
 -------------------------- North Carolina Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 NCDEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE    BLACK 
Right thing 39 48 33 41 39 36 49 42 33 
Wrong thing 33 38 30 36 33 36 29 32 36 
Don’t Know 28 14 37 23 28 28 22 26 31 
 
 
 
 
 
Q33. Generally speaking, based on your understanding of the current financial crisis, do you think the federal government should 
regulate Wall Street more aggressively to avoid problems such as what happened to Bear Stearns, or not? 
 
 -------------------------- Indiana Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 INDEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE NON/WHT 
More aggressively 57 64 52 63 55 64 58 54 71 
Not more aggressively 25 26 24 26 24 18 30 27 18 
Don’t Know 18 10 24 11 21 18 12 19 11 
 
 
 
 -------------------------- Pennsylvania Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 PADEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE NON/WHT 
More aggressively 53 56 50 43 60 53 59 53 52 
Not more aggressively 27 27 28 34 23 27 28 28 25 
Don’t Know 20 17 22 23 17 20 13 19 23 
 
 
 
 -------------------------- North Carolina Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 NCDEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE    BLACK 
More aggressively 60 64 56 61 60 64 60 58 62 
Not more aggressively 22 27 19 26 19 17 31 26 12 
Don’t Know 18 9 25 13 21 19 9 16 26 
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Q34. Are you in support of or opposed to the federal government bailing out individual homeowners who have been caught 
between rising mortgage payments and falling home values? (IF SUPPORT/OPPOSED) Are you strongly or only somewhat (in 
support of/opposed to) the government bailing out homeowners? 
 
 
 -------------------------- Indiana Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 INDEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE NON/WHT 
Support (net) 53 58 50 60 51 64 48 52 61 
   Strongly in support of 27 30 25 33 24 33 27 23 46 
   Somewhat in support of 26 27 25 27 27 31 22 28 15 
Oppose (net) 35 35 34 32 35 27 42 36 26 
   Somewhat opposed to 18 16 19 13 19 14 19 18 16 
   Strongly opposed to 17 19 15 19 16 13 23 19 10 
Don’t Know (net) 12 7 16 8 14 9 10 12 13 
 
 
 
 -------------------------- Pennsylvania Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 PADEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE NON/WHT 
Support (net) 62 56 66 64 61 67 46 59 76 
   Strongly in support of 34 29 37 38 29 36 18 27 55 
   Somewhat in support of 29 27 30 26 32 31 28 31 21 
Oppose (net) 28 34 24 24 30 25 45 31 16 
   Somewhat opposed to 15 13 16 13 16 15 15 18 5 
   Strongly opposed to 13 21 8 11 14 10 30 14 11 
Don’t Know (net) 10 10 10 12 9 8 9 10 8 
 
 
 
 -------------------------- North Carolina Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 NCDEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE    BLACK 
Support (net) 64 57 68 76 59 68 59 57 78 
   Strongly in support of 31 26 34 31 31 35 22 22 50 
   Somewhat in support of 33 31 34 45 28 33 37 35 28 
Oppose (net) 27 34 22 16 31 24 29 33 13 
   Somewhat opposed to 10 12 10 4 14 11 6 13 4 
   Strongly opposed to 16 22 12 12 17 13 22 20 10 
Don’t Know (net) 9 9 10 8 10 8 12 10 9 
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Q35. Who do you blame for the housing crisis, or don't you blame anyone?  (ACCEPT UP TO TWO REPLIES) 
 
 
 -------------------------- Indiana Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 INDEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE NON/WHT 
Don't blame anyone  20 16 23 25 16 20 21 19 26 
Predatory lenders/mortgage 
 company greed 33 36 31 25 41 34 37 34 31 
Unscrupulous wall street  
  bankers/greed 9 11 8 8 11 8 8 11 4 
Irresponsible/naive borrowers 17 17 17 14 19 13 21 17 16 
Inflated real estate values 5 4 6 6 4 5 2 5 4 
Lax government regulations 18 18 18 20 16 23 13 17 19 
Borrower greed /speculators 7 8 6 9 6 7 7 8 3 
Other - - - - - - - - - 
Don’t Know 10 11 9 9 9 9 7 8 15 
 
 
 
 -------------------------- Pennsylvania Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 PADEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE NON/WHT 
Don't blame anyone 21 17 23 20 21 23 11 23 16 
Predatory lenders/mortgage 
 company greed 29 29 29 25 32 29 42 31 21 
Unscrupulous wall street 
 bankers/greed 11 15 9 10 10 11 15 11 10 
Irresponsible/naive borrowers 14 17 12 14 14 12 23 17 4 
Inflated real estate values 5 2 6 6 5 5 6 4 9 
Lax government regulations 21 17 23 23 20 22 16 17 32 
Borrower greed /speculators 6 9 5 4 8 6 8 7 6 
Other - 1 - - 1 - - - - 
Don’t Know 11 11 12 13 10 10 5 10 15 
 
 
 
 -------------------------- North Carolina Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 NCDEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE    BLACK 
Don't blame anyone 19 13 24 25 18 22 13 16 27 
Predatory lenders/mortgage 
 company greed 34 32 35 35 33 31 39 38 24 
Unscrupulous wall street 
 bankers/greed 13 14 12 11 14 10 23 15 10 
Irresponsible/naive borrowers 17 21 14 13 19 15 23 19 12 
Inflated real estate values 4 4 3 1 5 4 3 3 4 
Lax government regulations 16 19 15 11 20 19 11 15 17 
Borrower greed/speculators 9 13 7 14 7 7 14 10 9 
Other - - - - - - - - - 
Don’t Know 12 10 13 13 9 12 11 11 15 
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Q36. Would you describe the state of your own personal finances these days as very secure, fairly secure, fairly shaky or very 
shaky? 
 
 
 -------------------------- Indiana Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 INDEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE NON/WHT 
Secure (net) 62 61 62 58 67 57 69 66 41 
   Very secure 13 16 11 12 14 13 10 13 12 
   Fairly secure 49 46 51 46 53 44 59 53 29 
Shaky (net) 34 37 32 39 29 40 29 31 50 
   Fairly shaky 21 23 18 27 15 25 17 21 18 
   Very shaky 13 13 14 12 14 15 12 10 32 
Don’t Know (net) 4 2 6 3 4 3 2 3 9 
 
 
 
 -------------------------- Pennsylvania Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 PADEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE NON/WHT 
Secure (net) 63 65 62 53 69 62 65 67 50 
   Very secure 17 23 13 12 19 15 18 16 19 
   Fairly secure 46 42 49 42 50 48 47 51 31 
Shaky (net) 35 32 36 45 28 35 35 30 49 
   Fairly shaky 21 23 20 26 18 21 24 18 31 
   Very shaky 13 9 16 18 10 13 11 12 19 
Don’t Know (net) 2 3 2 2 3 3 - 3 1 
 
 
 
 -------------------------- North Carolina Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 NCDEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE    BLACK 
Secure (net) 68 73 65 73 67 65 74 75 54 
   Very secure 17 20 15 13 19 15 19 19 13 
   Fairly secure 51 53 50 60 48 50 55 56 41 
Shaky (net) 28 26 30 26 30 31 24 23 40 
   Fairly shaky 17 18 16 16 18 16 18 16 16 
   Very shaky 11 8 14 11 12 15 6 7 24 
Don’t Know (net) 4 1 5 1 3 4 2 2 6 
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Q37. These days, is it easy or difficult for you to pay your monthly household mortgage or rent? (IF EASY OR DIFFICULT) Is 
that very (easy/difficult) or somewhat (easy/difficult)? 
 
 
 
 -------------------------- Indiana Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 INDEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE NON/WHT 
Don't pay rent/mortgage (vol) 15 14 16 6 23 15 20 17 6 
Easy (net) 53 54 53 54 53 50 49 57 34 
   Very easy 28 28 27 27 30 26 24 30 14 
   Somewhat easy 26 25 26 28 23 24 25 27 20 
Difficult (net) 28 29 26 34 22 31 30 24 46 
   Somewhat difficult 18 19 17 24 14 20 21 17 26 
   Very difficult 9 10 9 10 8 10 9 7 20 
Don’t Know (net) 4 4 5 6 2 4 1 2 14 
 
 
 
 -------------------------- Pennsylvania Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 PADEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE NON/WHT 
Don't pay rent/mortgage (vol) 20 22 19 6 30 21 14 22 13 
Easy (net) 40 43 39 41 39 38 51 43 31 
   Very easy 19 22 18 19 19 17 28 21 14 
   Somewhat easy 21 21 21 22 20 21 23 22 18 
Difficult (net) 35 30 38 50 26 37 34 29 56 
   Somewhat difficult 27 21 30 36 22 28 27 23 39 
   Very difficult 8 9 8 14 5 8 7 6 16 
Don’t Know (net) 5 5 4 3 5 5 1 6 - 
 
 
 
 -------------------------- North Carolina Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 NCDEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE    BLACK 
Don't pay rent/mortgage (vol) 19 22 16 8 23 19 16 19 17 
Easy (net) 55 50 59 59 54 52 61 58 48 
   Very easy 33 28 36 37 32 33 34 36 26 
   Somewhat easy 22 22 23 22 22 19 27 22 22 
Difficult (net) 24 27 22 32 21 26 21 21 31 
   Somewhat difficult 15 20 12 20 14 17 12 14 19 
   Very difficult 9 7 9 13 7 9 9 7 12 
Don’t Know (net) 3 1 3 1 2 3 2 2 4 
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Q38. These days, is it easy or difficult for you to pay your other monthly household bills, such as credit card bills, utility bills, car 
payments and insurance premiums? (IF EASY OR DIFFICULT) Is that very (easy/difficult) or somewhat (easy/difficult)? 
 
 
 
 -------------------------- Indiana Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 INDEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE NON/WHT 
Doesn’t apply (vol) 3 2 3 2 3 3 4 2 4 
Easy (net) 55 56 55 50 61 50 65 59 37 
   Very easy 26 29 25 21 33 24 27 30 13 
   Somewhat easy 29 27 30 29 28 26 38 30 24 
Difficult (net) 39 41 38 45 34 45 30 36 52 
   Somewhat difficult 28 29 27 35 23 32 22 28 27 
   Very difficult 11 11 11 10 11 13 8 8 25 
Don’t Know (net) 3 1 4 3 2 2 1 2 7 
 
 
 
 -------------------------- Pennsylvania Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 PADEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE NON/WHT 
Doesn't apply  (vol) 2 2 2 1 3 2 2 2 4 
Easy (net) 50 56 46 37 57 49 54 54 35 
   Very easy 22 25 19 13 28 21 27 24 13 
   Somewhat easy 28 30 27 25 29 28 27 30 22 
Difficult (net) 44 38 48 56 37 46 43 41 54 
   Somewhat difficult 29 24 32 33 27 30 34 30 24 
   Very difficult 15 14 16 23 10 16 9 11 30 
Don’t Know (net) 4 4 4 6 3 3 1 3 7 
 
 
 
 -------------------------- North Carolina Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 NCDEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE    BLACK 
Doesn't apply  (vol) 3 2 4 3 3 3 2 3 4 
Easy (net) 61 60 61 60 63 58 64 65 50 
   Very easy 33 30 36 36 34 34 28 38 23 
   Somewhat easy 27 30 25 24 30 24 36 26 27 
Difficult (net) 34 37 32 37 33 37 31 30 44 
   Somewhat difficult 21 24 20 24 20 22 21 20 26 
   Very difficult 13 13 12 13 12 15 10 11 18 
Don’t Know (net) 2 1 3 - 1 2 3 2 2 
 

© Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg Poll 2008.  All rights reserved. page 13 554 – Election 2008 and the Economy– Press Release #2 
 



Q39. Have you lost your job or been laid off within the last six months, or not? (IF NOT) Are you concerned about losing your job 
or being laid off within the next six months because of economic conditions, or not? 
 
 
 
 -------------------------- Indiana Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 INDEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE NON/WHT 
Don't work/no job (vol) 21 19 22 8 31 23 19 21 20 
Lost job/laid off 12 19 7 21 7 13 15 11 16 
Concerned about losing 
 job/being laid off 7 7 7 6 8 7 10 7 8 
Not concerned about losing 
 job/being laid off 56 52 60 61 51 55 55 58 48 
Don’t Know 4 3 4 4 3 2 1 3 8 
 
 
 
 -------------------------- Pennsylvania Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 PADEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE NON/WHT 
Don't work/no job (vol) 22 18 25 11 31 22 23 24 18 
Lost job/laid off 10 17 5 18 4 9 2 7 19 
Concerned about losing 
 job/being laid off 8 8 8 8 8 7 11 8 9 
Not concerned about losing 
 job/being laid off 58 55 60 62 55 60 64 59 54 
Don’t Know 2 2 2 1 2 2 - 2 - 
 
 
 
 -------------------------- North Carolina Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 NCDEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE    BLACK 
Don't work/no job (vol) 23 23 23 4 33 25 18 25 20 
Lost job/laid off 4 4 5 5 4 6 - 3 7 
Concerned about losing 
 job/being laid off 7 7 7 11 5 6 11 8 5 
Not concerned about losing 
 job/being laid off 63 64 62 77 57 60 71 63 63 
Don’t Know 2 2 3 3 1 3 - 1 5 
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Q40. Generally speaking, do you believe that free international trade has helped or hurt the economy, or hasn't it made a difference 
to the economy one way or the other? (IF HELPED OR HURT) Do you believe it (helped/hurt) the economy a lot, or just some, or 
not too much? 
 
 
 -------------------------- Indiana Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 INDEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE NON/WHT 
Helped (net) 20 24 17 24 16 19 20 21 19 
   Helped: a lot 5 8 3 7 4 6 3 5 7 
   Helped: some 11 13 9 12 10 9 15 11 9 
   Helped: not too much 1 - 2 - 1 1 - 1 3 
   Helped: n/sure how much 3 3 3 5 2 4 1 4 - 
Hurt (net) 58 57 58 52 62 60 65 58 57 
   Hurt: not too much 3 4 3 5 2 4 4 4 1 
   Hurt: some 18 19 17 15 20 21 16 17 23 
   Hurt: a lot 31 31 31 26 35 30 40 31 31 
   Hurt: n/sure how much 5 3 7 7 5 5 6 6 2 
No difference 6 8 4 5 6 6 4 5 7 
Don’t Know (net) 16 11 21 19 15 15 11 16 17 
 
 
 -------------------------- Pennsylvania Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 PADEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE NON/WHT 
Helped (net) 12 15 10 13 10 12 12 12 11 
   Helped: a lot 3 4 3 5 1 3 1 2 5 
   Helped: some 6 8 5 5 7 7 4 7 5 
   Helped: not too much 1 1 1 2 1 1 5 2 1 
   Helped: n/sure how 
 much 1 2 1 1 1 1 3 1 1 
Hurt (net) 55 47 59 42 64 53 67 62 32 
   Hurt: not too much 2 1 3 3 1 1 3 2 1 
   Hurt: some 19 17 20 18 22 19 22 23 7 
   Hurt: a lot 30 26 32 19 36 28 38 32 23 
   Hurt: n/sure how much 4 3 4 1 6 4 3 5 - 
No difference 12 16 10 15 10 14 6 10 20 
Don’t Know (net) 21 22 21 30 16 21 15 16 37 
 
 
 
\ -------------------------- North Carolina Democratic Primary Voters -------------------------- 
 NCDEMV     MALE  FEMALE    18-44      45+      DEM      IND    WHITE    BLACK 
Helped (net) 14 22 9 16 14 11 26 13 16 
   Helped: a lot 5 8 2 6 4 4 6 1 11 
   Helped: some 7 12 4 10 6 5 16 9 3 
   Helped: not too much 1 2 2 - 2 1 3 2 1 
   Helped: n/sure how much 1 - 1 - 1 1 1 1 1 
Hurt (net) 61 61 61 51 65 61 63 63 57 
   Hurt: not too much 2 4 2 3 2 1 6 3 - 
   Hurt: some 23 19 26 24 23 21 27 27 15 
   Hurt: a lot 33 35 31 23 37 35 29 30 40 
   Hurt: n/sure how much 3 3 2 2 3 4 1 3 2 
No difference 9 7 10 19 4 11 4 9 9 
Don’t Know (net) 16 10 20 14 17 17 7 15 18 
 
 


